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Belt and Road
Forum for
International
Cooperation

April 26,2019

Your Excellency Xi Jinping, President of the
People’s Republic of China,

Your Excellencies Heads of State and Government,
Honorable Ministers,

Heads of International Organizations,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

| want to express my heartfelt appreciation to President
Xi, the Chinese Government and its people, for the warm
invitation and welcome. | convey sincerest greetings and
well wishes from the people of Ethiopia. On the occasion
of the second Belt and Road Forum, | am delighted to be
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here in Beijing to share my thoughts with you.

Ethiopia and China have shared strong bilateral relations
rooted in progress for almost fifty years. And the role
of Chinese investments, particularly in infrastructure
development, is one such measure of our continued
cooperation. China has stood by Ethiopia’s side at all
times. Today, our collaboration has reached new heights,
and our friendship has blossomed. Ethiopia is therefore
a grateful partner and a beneficiary of the Belt and Road
Initiative.

The Belt and Road Initiative, in my view, is a grand global
initiative. It is China’s answer to the challenges of growing
unequal development in the world. It is indeed a powerful
platform that anchors our close cooperation with China.

With its investment in physical and digital interconnectivity
— from roads and bridges to ports, reliable power and fiber
optic networks — the Belt and Road Initiative has targeted
and addressed our binding constraints to development
while respecting our legal framework. China’s effort
through the Belt and Road Initiative symbolizes a wise and
forward leaning effort to build a more fair and equitable
international order.

Excellencies
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Like China, Ethiopia made progress in bringing a significant
proportion of our citizens out of poverty. However,
unlike China, the foundation of Ethiopia’s economic
transformation has yet to evolve. We believe China has
set a successful model in which sustained investment in
infrastructure and manufacturing, coupled with focused
and competent leadership have played a transformational
role. These are also Ethiopia’s priorities today. For our
economic transformation project to succeed, we have
come to realize that our politics also needs fixing. Hence,
this has also been one of my priority areas since | took
office just over a year ago.

In efforts to shape a comprehensive political and
economic reform program which we launched in April
2018, we introduced our philosophy of MEDEMER - an
Amharic word for “synergy”. This home-grown philosophy
challenges all of us to complement each other and to
build on our individual and collective strengths. This for
the purpose of securing our future together.

When | say we are inspired by China’s leadership and its
Belt and Road Initiative, we have good reasons behind it.
Projects such as the Addis Ababa - Djibouti Railway, part
of Belt and Road Initiative, are essential for the economic
progress and prosperity of the two countries. But, for us,
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they are more than that. They are investments in closer
relations between neighbors; they are investments in
peace. By allowing us to trade together, these projects
make each one a stakeholder in the peace and prosperity
of the other.

Ethiopia is also actively working towards ensuring peace
and security in the Horn and similarly pioneering sub-
regional integration. The often-volatile Horn of Africa
region is looking more stable politically, and more attractive
economically than ever before. And Ethiopia, for the first
time in its history, has become a founding member of
the highly promising African Continental Free Trade Area
which is expected to be launched in July 2019.

Finally, Ethiopia is firmly following on the path of
investment-led economic policy, ready to invite private
capital in public enterprises such as telecommunications,
shipping and logistics, transport by road or rail, and
power. We invite more Chinese companies to participate
in investments within state-owned enterprises operating
in these sectors.

Excellencies
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Ethiopia considers China, a reliable friend in the course
of our national development and reform agenda. As my
administration works tirelessly to make Ethiopia a beacon

of hope for its citizens, a source of stability and opportunity
for its neighbors, light for the continent, and a responsible
member of the global community, it is my hope that our
partnership will continue to support these endeavors.

| want to register my appreciation once again to the
people and government of China and President Xi Jinping
for your principled leadership and of course for hosting us
at the Belt and Road forum so warmly.

Xiexie
| thank you.
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Sudanese
Agreement for
Peace

August 18, 2019

Your Excellencies,
Brothers and Sisters of Sudan,

It is with great honor that | stand here before you bearing
witness to this momentous day, which marks the birth of a
new era for this great nation.

We are gathered here in celebration of the people of Sudan
who have sacrificed greatly to guarantee their freedoms.

We give special tribute to the fallen who have paid the
ultimate price towards realizing their vision for a democratic
country. As the world observes the coming into effect of
this agreement between the Transitional Military Council

and the Forces for Freedom and Change, let it remain
a standing testimonial to remember the lives that have
passed, though not in vain.

At the outset, | would like to congratulate the parties to the
agreement for choosing country over self; for placing the
collective wishes of the Sudanese people above individual
interests; and most importantly for showing the world that
dialogue is the only way to a win-win solution.

In your commitment to dialogue and openness for
engagement, you have all demonstrated that our historic
African tradition of coming together to problem solve
will always be the beacon lighting our way to our greater
potential for harmony.

Dearest Brothers and Sisters of Sudan,

The people and Government of Ethiopia celebrate with
you today. Your victory is our victory in the same way that
your pain is our pain. The relationship between Ethiopia
and the Sudan, surpassing many years, has been firmly
rooted in mutual respect and solidarity. It is premised
upon the undeclared understanding that our fates are
intertwined and extend beyond mere neighborliness.
The historic relations our two countries have enjoyed,
our current socio- economic cooperation and diplomatic
ties, and our shared future, are the three key pillars upon
which a continuously strengthening relationship between
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Ethiopia and the Sudan are built.

It is with a genuine vested interest in seeing the good
people of Sudan prosper and thrive that my Government
committed itself over the past few months to supporting a
peaceful transition - true to the peace-loving nature of the
Sudanese people.

It is critical to recognize that the journey to this day has
not been easy. Reaching consensus is laborious; requires
both emotional and technical intelligence; and demands
patience. Nevertheless, through many dark tunneled
passages we persist, with the firm belief that our collective
well-intentioned efforts will pave the way for a common
understanding to emerge. A common ground defined by
principles of fairness, equality, dignity and foremost love
of country and people.

The progression of the various agreements concluded
in today's ceremony is a clear demonstration of how
integration of inputs from well-meaning partners can
pave the way to peace. Withstanding minor temporary
setbacks, which are a part of any negotiation, the
Sudanese-led dialogue process that through today’s
signing ceremony births a civilian government, will be
remembered throughout history as an embodiment of our
often stated, but not always practiced, principle of home-
grown solutions.

In our resolve to conceptualize and realize home-grown
solutions, we demonstrate to ourselves our potential and
clear propensity to manifest regional peace. The essence of
our people in the Horn region has always been cooperation
over competition. And inherent to our collective survival
and prosperity in the region is MEDEMER - the synergistic
yarn weaving us together to create collectively, what we
can only imagine individually. As we work at the national
level to bring peace and stability to our countries, by
instilling the principles and mechanisms of democracy, we
are simultaneously placing a firm foundation for regional
economic, social and political integration.

Beyond the artificial boundaries we have drawn on our
maps and, in our minds, our survival and that of generations
to come is dependent on making a paradigm shift.
This paradigm shift entails examining how we view and
relate with one another. From competition to our original
essence of cooperation; from dichotomous thinking and
zero-sum fragmentation to harmony and amalgamation —
recognizing that there is strength in unity.

Let me also take this opportunity to convey my greatest
admiration and respect to my Special Envoy for Sudan,
Ambassador Mahmoud Dirir. A seasoned diplomat with a
desire for peace, his impartial commitment to the Sudan
talks has borne fruit. | would also like to express my
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gratitude to the African Union’s Special Envoy Professor
Mohammed Hassen Labat for his tireless contribution
to facilitating the dialogue between the two parties. |
congratulate both of you and also share my appreciation
to all who have played a positive role.

Dearest Sudanese brothers and sisters,

Your path to democracy has just began. Let not this
achievement overshadow the hard work that awaits all of
you. Many seek and speak of democracy but seldom grasp
the responsibility that comes with it. Building functioning
democracies takes more than merely demanding it. It
requires a clear and steady commitment to articulating and
living democratic principles by which all will be governed.
It requires building the necessary institutions. It demands
the combined efforts of various stakeholders working in
synchronicity. But most importantly, it entails individuals
recognizing that each action they take against another,
who they believe is not like them, is actually decomposing
the very principles they have fought to bring forth.

And so, my parting words to the new civilian Government
and people of Sudan is — be the custodians of peace and
the guardians of dignity. Protect today’s victory and what
it took to get here, from the ill-intentioned. And recognize
that regardless of which side of the negotiating table you
were seated at, you were all negotiating for Sudan.

Let that common purpose be your anchor as you safeguard
this great nation and people. | thank you.

Shukraan.
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TICAD7 Special
Conference

on Peace and
Stability in the
Horn

August 29, 2019

Excellencies
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Itis my great pleasure to be amongstyou here today. | would
first like to express my appreciation to the Government
of Japan for taking the initiative of convening this special
conference dedicated to the Horn of Africa. This is a
welcome move demonstrating genuine partnership and
considerable goodwill.

| am particularly pleased to share that the situation in the
Horn of Africa has been shifting over the past year. The
region is undergoing positive changes in the direction of
enduring peace, stability and collective prosperity. As we
shed our old skin, which has often been synonymous with
conflict and disparate interests, we are regenerating a new
one of opportunity, cooperation and peace.

Ethiopia firmly believes that having stable and prosperous
neighbors is key to our own growth. In the new path that
we are forging as a country, my government is determined
to make mutual progress the new normal by challenging
zero-sum thinking. This is the very reason that we have
been supporting conflict prevention and peace building
efforts in the region. It is also why we are championing the
principles of MEDEMER - synergistically working together
with our neighbors towards economic, political and social
integration.

As we reflect over positive regional milestones in the recent
past, the normalisation of relations between Ethiopia and
Eritrea has unlocked great possibilities to work together
on a common agenda of peace and development. We
have embarked on a journey which was unthinkable only
years ago. Today, we are working closely together with a
sense of urgency to make up for time lost in conflict, with
a view to making our people enjoy the dividends of peace.
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Excellencies,

Last week, we also witnessed the signing of the final
transition agreements that have paved the path for
the formation of a civilian government in the Sudan.
Following a crisis, that if protracted, would have had grave
consequences for regional stability, the August 17th deal
between the Transitional Military Council and the Forces
for Freedom and Change is testament to our changing
narrative and aspiration for peace in the region.

This breakthrough was made possible through combined
efforts and a willingness of the negotiating parties to
anchor their decisions in the well-being and dignity of
their people. There are key lessons to be drawn from the
Sudan process for consideration in conflicts that still linger
in the region.

A commitment to abandoning the old-fashioned deference
to arms and replacing it with devotion to dialogue, will
generate the shared growth we envision. Similarly, shifting
our ego-based interactions to generative engagements
will ultimately unlock our potential to materialize inclusive
societies in which our people benefit equitably.

With a noticeably young population in the region, we need
to create lasting opportunities for our youth so that they
may never view violence as a recourse, but rather become
the custodians of peace and guardians of their countries.

Nurturing shared economies that provide decent work for
our youth and unlocking the productive capacities of our
businesses are both key.

When we work towards a shared vision of regional
integration, our artificial borders will then not be a source
of tension, but rather become corridors of peace, trade
and prosperity. And as leaders, we need to model to our
citizens what the possibility of working across lines of
divides towards a common purpose looks like.

| would like to take this opportunity to call upon fellow Horn
region countries to shift our focus towards fully exploiting
our assets and our unity for the good of our people. |
would also like to invite partners to assist in building on
the many successes and milestones our region is marking.

Coming together in the spirit of MEDEMER to create

opportunities for the people of our region will ultimately
guarantee sustainable peace and prosperity.

| thank you!
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Russia-Africa
Sochi Summit

October 24,2019

Your Excellency, Vladimir Putin

Your Excellency Abdel Fattah el-Sisi
Excellencies Heads of State and Government
Ladies and Gentlemen,

| would like to begin by commending President Putin
for taking the initiative to host the first ever Russia-Africa
summit. Historically, the principle of solidarity has been
the defining characteristic of Russia-Africa relations.

And our gathering at this Summit will enable us to explore
the potential for a mutually beneficial cooperation that
stands on an equal footing to address the myriad of
challenges we face as a global community.

The old-fashioned zero-sum game approach in dealing
with international peace and security has cost us a lot

historically. And in our current globalized and highly
interconnected world, the complexities we face require
our collective commitment to developing and sustaining
cooperative relations.

We have laid out these commitments in the purpose
and principles of the United Nations Charter, which are
the basic tenets of global prosperity. Let us uphold these
principles for the greater well-being of our nations.

Excellencies,

In Ethiopia and within the Horn region, my government is
championing the philosophy of MEDEMER - an Amharic
word loosely translating to “synergy”. Through MEDEMER,
we are called upon to take stock of our positive assets
from the past, build them into our present and pass the
accumulated capital to future generations.

Regionally, we are also encouraging MEDEMER, so as
to complement each other and to build on our country’s
individual and collective strengths and historical assets.
My government truly believes an integrated Horn of Africa
is the pathway to securing our future together.

There is no doubt we share similar views on a range of
regional and international issues of common interest at
this gathering. The mechanisms for dialogue partnership
that we will establish through the adoption of the Summit
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Declaration will go a long way in helping us coordinate our
positions in international fora.

And it is my hope that we can inculcate the spirit of
MEDEMER in the way forward we are forging.

Excellencies,

There is tremendous potential for Africa and Russia to
enhance trade and economic cooperation. The continent’s
abundant natural resources and energetic youth coupled
with investments in infrastructure development and
innovation, are fast changing the face of our countries.

Our narratives are also shifting - from fighting poverty
to building prosperity for our citizens. To maximize on
our potential for economic growth, we have also been
marking milestones in silencing the guns and mobilizing
our industrialization machineries.

We have recognized that peace is the foundation for
prosperity and we are working hard to sustain it.

Ethiopia is also actively working, together with its
neighboring countries, towards ensuring peace and
security in the Horn region. The often-volatile Horn of
Africa is looking more stable politically, and more attractive
economically.

We have no doubt that the positive narratives we are
crafting in our region will radiate throughout the continent.

In closing, | would also like to draw your attention to the
abundance of opportunities that are flourishing in Ethiopia.
Through our economic reforms, we are focused on
creating an enabling investment environment. Therefore,
our priority areas like agriculture, tourism, mining, ICT and
manufacturing have great potential for mutual growth.

| wish all of us fruitful discussions and let's meet in Addis!

Spasibo
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Electronic World
Trade Platform
Launch

October 25, 2019

Dear Jack Ma,
Distinguished Guests,

A very Good Morning to all of you,
hank you, Jack, for following through on our dis-
cussions at Alibaba HQ in Hangzhou.

| welcome you all to the launching ceremony of the
Electronic World Trade Platform, which is an important part
of Ethiopia’s digital economy development endeavors.

Advances in technology, particularly the increase in cloud
storage, cloud computing, machine learning and artificial
intelligence have changed the everyday lives of humans.

Digital technology is rapidly developing in diverse fields,
including mobile communications, robotics, artificial
intelligence, the internet of things, and 3D printing.

With these kinds of enabling technologies, we are already
experiencing profound changes that new technologies
bring to the way we live, work, interact, and do business.

There are times in history when the world goes through a
transformational shift and the new replaces the old.

Throughout history, technology has been a dominant force
in driving economic growth and uplifting countries and
their people. History also tells us that rapid technological
change presents challenges to countries and people,
therefore requiring time and capacity for adaptation.

The world is again in a time of immense change which the
4th Industrial Revolution is introducing. With appropriate
policies, developing countries stand to benefit
tremendously in this new era.

| see great opportunitiesin Electronic World Trade Platform,
asitisaprivate sector-led initiative to incubate e-commerce
for cross border electronic trade development.

Electronic World Trade Platform creates a fair playing
ground for small and medium enterprises, enabling them
to access information about export opportunities, access
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to trade finance and logistics.

It is proving to be a game changer in the world of
commerce and will support Ethiopia’s plan to be one of
the five leading economies in Africa in the coming ten
years.

As a trade platform, it creates direct access to international
customers and highly efficient digitalized flows of major
components of e-commerce such as products, data and
money.

Electronic World Trade Platform works towards
simplification of regulations and customs processes,
consumer protection, lowering of tariffs and harmonization
of taxation.

It also works towards development of internet and logjistics
infrastructure, facilitation of flow of goods, finance and
information.

Taking Electronic World Trade Platform as one of the
e-commerce platforms, Ethiopia aims to facilitate the
development of eTrade and the digital economy through
the development of eTrade infrastructure and adoption of
best practices to move towards prosperity.

Through such initiatives, Ethiopia’s path to prosperity is
ensured.

| thank you!

Speech during
visit to Israel

September 1, 2019

Your Excellency Benjamin Netanyahu
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Shalom Lekulam!

and gratitude for the warm and friendly welcome.

| convey the heartfelt greetings of Ethiopians to
the beloved people of Israel and special greetings to the
Béte-Israel community.

P lease allow me to express my sincere appreciation

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Itis very special to be in this blessed land with a long history
symbolizing resilience. A home to the three Abrahamic
religions of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, Ethiopia
shares common roots of history, language and culture with
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Israel. The relations between our two countries go back
to ancient times and thus our forefathers and foremothers
have always had an interest to build this special relationship.

Ethiopian churches and monasteries in Israel, like the
Deir Es-Sultan, are vivid reminders of our ties. Among the
glorious stories that have been recounted for centuries,
most Ethiopians know by heart the story of the Queen of
Sheba and King Solomon. This shared history will continue
to serve as the basis for strengthening our mutual bonds.
In our modern history, we all remember the profound
cooperation between our countries in various fields during
the days of Emperor Hailesellasie, Currently, Ethiopian
Jews in Israel are serving as a bridge between us.

ACHIM ANACH-NU (we are brothers)
Your Excellency,

Ethiopians recall the official visit you paid to Ethiopia in
2016 as the first Israeli Prime Minister to have ever visited.
We also remember the important message you shared
when you addressed our parliament, on deepening ties
with Ethiopia. The business delegation you brought along
has served to strengthen links.

This year in particular, we have stood with each other
during challenging times. My country mourns together
with you for the three Israelis that lost their lives due to

circumstances beyond our control. We pay great respect
to Mr. Avraham Mats-li-ach and Mr. Shimon Reem, who
passed in the devastating airplane accident earlier this
year.

Moreover, the death of a young volunteer, Aya Na-am-
nah, is deeply saddening. My profound condolences to
their families as well as to the people and Government of
Israel.

| would also like to comfort the family of Mr. Mats-li-ach
that we will continue to work together to find and return his
remains to Israel. | would also like to take this opportunity
to pay respect to the family of Solomon Tekah, an Ethio-
Israeli who lost his life in a tragic event here in Israel.

In times of such grave losses and challenges, we mourn
together as two families. Yet by standing with each other,
our pains will also begin to ease. Let me then take this
opportunity to express my gratitude for demonstrating
your solidarity with Ethiopia when you sent the best of your
team to support us in containing the Semien Mountains
forest fire earlier this year.

This act of collaboration and support is shown in many
activitiesandwillingness to share learnings and experiences
through medical delegations, agriculture training farms
and more.

The ancient ties and bonds are always there.
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Your Excellency,

| am here to express my readiness to reinvigorate our
relations. We need to build on the common interests which
are steadily growing over time. | strongly believe that the
overall relations between Ethiopia and Israel guided by
a strategic partnership should focus on key areas such as
modern agriculture and irrigation, ICT, health sector, and
tourism.

In Ethiopia, we have given due emphasis to widening
the business space for the private sector to engage
more. In this context, we look forward to Israeli investors
participating in key industries mentioned, as well as in the
sectors of telecom, aviation, logistics and energy, which
we have opened up for partial privatization. We also look
forward to the Israeli government to initiate capacity
building efforts, in health and ICT sectors as well as to
support modernize our agriculture.

On a final note, | would like to share that Ethiopian
monasteries that exist in Jerusalem are very special
representatives of our longstanding connections. These
are symbols to Ethiopians and all African people in
Israel and beyond. Hence, we need to create a technical
cooperation platform that will lay the foundations to
maintain their stature as our shared heritage sites.

In closing, | would like to emphasize that the cooperation
between Ethiopia and Israel is not limited to the bilateral

arena. It also extends to regional and internationals issues.
In this regard, let me assure you that Ethiopia will always
work for a dynamic and effective partnership in promoting
regional and global peace and security.

| Thank You! Toda RABA

NAFCXE 4.Lld® 49PN &TNAN
244 | Gmivag 1501C et 04t

() | 245



hevp( A+ AGh a2+

1T ATIAHT

Homegrown
Economic Reform
Discussion
Opening Address

September 9, 2019

Distinguished members of the diplomatic
community,

Distinguished development partners,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

hank you for joining us today. | would like to begin
by expressing my gratitude to the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa and its Executive

Director, my good friend Vera Songwe, for supporting to-
day’s gathering.

| am quite delighted to share with you our vision of the
newly launched Homegrown Economic Reform agenda.

Several months in the making and spearheaded by some
of Ethiopia’s finest minds, our initiative aims to propel
Ethiopia into becoming the African icon of prosperity by
2030.

Catapulting into the future requires us to take stock of the
recent past. And as we approach the New Ethiopian Year, |
would like to briefly reflect on the progress we have made
thus far, and how our MEDEMER philosophy is ushering in
an irreversible paradigm shift.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In just over one year, we took a series of measures aimed
at shifting the economic growth landscape of Ethiopia.
We managed to find a short-term remedy to the inherited
macroeconomic and fiscal imbalances. This helped to
temporarily stabilize our economy, while my administration
diligently worked to develop sustainable measures.
Acknowledging that the next chapter of Ethiopia’s growth
and development requires a more active private sector, we
opened up key economic activities to private investments.

| have also been personally leading a national high-level
committee formed to drive reforms in investment laws
and business climate. This high-level national committee
has made progress in facilitating a conducive business
environment and removing regulatory obstacles that
hamper investments. | have no doubt that the measures
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we have taken thus far in this regard, will be reflected in
Ethiopia’s Ease of Doing Business ranking. These are some
of the very few organic milestones we have achieved. We
moved the needle further than many had anticipated,
and we continue to push further with renewed vigor and
enthusiasm!

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today, | am quite pleased as we unveil to you Ethiopia’s
Homegrown Economic Reform Agenda— a well-
coordinated response and blueprint to propel economic
progress. The Homegrown Economic Reform Agenda
is close to my heart, and | believe it is our bridge to
prosperity, enabling us to become a middle-income nation
and ensure sustainable development.

This agenda, crafted through a process of taking stock of
our successes; an in-depth review of key bottlenecks and
design of adequate remedies, outlines macro-economic,
structural, and sectoral reforms that will pave the path for
jobs and inclusive growth.

To ensure our Homegrown economic reform Agenda is
successful, we are tightening our fiscal belts, strengthening
our public sector finances, shedding our debts, and
increasing domestic resource mobilization. We work
towards ensuring financial discipline and sound economic
management.

To deliver on one of our MEDEMER aspirations of
prosperity, we have prioritized the success of key sectors
such as agriculture, manufacturing, mining, tourism and
information and communications technology. Anchored in
the vision of building a prosperous nation, our priority is
to create an economic environment that closes the income
inequality gap by creating opportunities and access to
resources for all.

We also prioritize capacity building to ensure we are truly
investing in our people, our youth — scaling up their skills
to meet investors workforce needs; ensuring we produce
globally competitive graduates, invest in their health and
wellbeing and, develop their capacity to take an idea and
turn it into a business.

In rolling out Ethiopia’s Homegrown Economic Reform
Agenda, it does not mean we work alone. We know that
we can unlock Ethiopia’s untapped potential by working
together with our neighbors, development partners, and
stakeholders in the spirit of MEDEMER. We have also
worked tirelessly to open regional relations previously
closed; and have been lending support in stabilizing
neighboring nations by brokering peace.

Our active engagement in the continental integration
process is demonstrated through our pioneering role
adopting the African Continental Free Trade Area. We
realize that our interdependence solidifies Ethiopia’s
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geopolitical importance in becoming Africa’s gateway to
global markets.

As with any transition, we understand that risks and
opportunities exist. We know we are all responsible for
our actions and inactions. As such, today, | am standing in
front of you to tell you that my administration is working
tirelessly to make the Ethiopian economy work better
for all people and ensure return on investment to our
stakeholders. And | also stand here inviting you to support
us in crafting the Ethiopian economic miracle.

The Homegrown Economic Reform Agenda is our pro-job,
pro-growth, and pro-inclusivity pathway to prosperity. Join
us on this path.

| thank you!

13t Ordinary
Session of the
IGAD Assembly

of Heads of State
and Government

November 29, 2019

Excellencies Heads of State and Government,
Excellency Moussa Faki Mahamat, Chairperson of
the African Union,

Excellencies Ministers,

Distinguished members of the international
community,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| welcome you to the 13th Ordinary Session of the IGAD
Assembly of Heads of State and Government.
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Before | begin my opening remarks, on behalf of our
region, the IGAD and that of Ethiopia, please join me in
expressing sympathy to the victims of the recent floods
and landslides that have affected our people in various
countries of our region. May | also wish the soul of the
deceased rest in peace.

Excellencies,

| believe we have opened a new chapter in our region
where we are marching towards an encouraging path of
peace and development together. It is an exciting time
of renewal and as the momentous exchange of baton
with the next Chair of IGAD takes place today, Ethiopia
is grateful to all of you for the trust and confidence you
placed on us over the past few years.

Our organization IGAD has indeed been at the forefront
in addressing conflict and crisis situations in our region.
Today, it is a source of satisfaction to note that Somalia has
come a long way from its difficult past.

We appreciate that Somalia is currently working to
consolidate the gains made in recent years and is charting
a better future for its people.

We remain forever grateful to those men and women who
paid the ultimate sacrifice towards the realization of this
objective. We also recognize AMISOM, our continental

peace keeping force, for its immense contribution in this
endeavor.

Nevertheless, we should not rest until we completely wipe
out the menace of terrorism and violent extremism from
Somalia and our region.

IGAD has also played a pivotal role in addressing the
conflict in South Sudan. Of course, we are not oblivious to
the many challenges that still persist, but we acknowledge
the commitment made by South Sudanese parties to
silence the guns for more than a year now.

This said, the additional one hundred days that have
already commenced are going to be extremely critical in
forming a unified army and the transitional Government.
We hope the South Sudanese parties will remain
steadfast in their commitments to the full and effective
implementation of the revitalized agreement they signed
on September 12, 2018 in Addis Ababa.

Developments in the Sudan have also recently been a
source of satisfaction to all of us in the region and beyond.
The successful signing of the political and constitutional
declaration and the formation of the Transitional Civilian
Government to respond to the demands and aspirations
of the Sudanese people is commendable.

At home, after a twenty-year standoff, Ethiopia and Eritrea
have decided to turn a page. The new chapter is not only
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reflected in normalization of relations, but in the expression
of commitment to joint economic development. We thank
all IGAD members for the support and understanding they
have been lending to Ethiopia to this end.

Excellencies,

This reconciliation process has not been confined to
Ethiopia and Eritrea.

A significant process of normalization between and among
all countries of the Horn has started to unfold.

We should also be cognizant of the dynamics that has
essentially transformed the Horn of Africa and the Red
Sea as one geo-political space with all its implications.
Now the question is, can we maximize the benefits of
cooperation in responding to common challenges and
minimize possible threats?

It is encouraging that useful discussions have already
started at the level of the IGAD Council of Ministers. Our
meeting today will afford us the opportunity to come out
with a united voice through the adoption of the proposed
political declaration, as deliberated by our Council of
Ministers yesterday.

On the economic front, we have been able to better
connect by road, rail, ports and electricity in the past
decade. We need to capitalize on these developments to
strengthen our organization and make it fit for purpose
considering the new realities in our region.

The launching of the continental free trade area will also
urge us all to focus on doing better in terms of trade
integration.

Excellencies,

Let me take this opportunity to express, on behalf of the
Heads of State and Government present here today, our
utmost gratitude to Ambassador Mahboub Maalim, the
outgoing Executive Secretary of IGAD, who has led the
IGAD Secretariat with dedication and excellence.

In the same vein, let me also welcome our incoming
Executive Secretary Workneh Gebeyehu and wish him
good luck in discharging his responsibilities.

As my term as IGAD Chair ends, once again, | am very
grateful to all of you for the trust and confidence placed
on Ethiopia to lead our organization over the past eleven
years.
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| would also like to thank the African Union and all
international partners for the support you have extended
over the years to the work of IGAD. | wish the incoming
Chair a success in leading our organization to farther
heights and | am sure he can count on our support in this
endeavor.

God bless our region and our continent!

| thank you.
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Nobel Peace
Prize 2019
Acceptance
Lecture

“Forging A Durable Peace in the Horn of
Africa”

December 10, 2019

Your Majesties, Your Royal Highnesses,
Distinguished members of the Norwegian Nobel
Committee,

Fellow Ethiopians, Fellow Africans, Citizens of
the World

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am honored to be here with you, and deeply grateful
to the Norwegian Nobel Committee for recognizing and
encouraging my contribution to a peaceful resolution of

the border dispute between Ethiopia and Eritrea.

| accept this award on behalf of Ethiopians and Eritreans,
especially those who made the ultimate sacrifice in the
cause of peace.

Likewise, | accept this award on behalf of my partner,
and comrade-in-peace, President Isaias Afeworki, whose
goodwill, trust, and commitment were vital in ending the
two-decade deadlock between our countries.

| also accept this award on behalf of Africans and citizens of
the world for whom the dream of peace has often turned
into a nightmare of war.

Today, | stand here in front of you talking about peace
because of fate.

| crawled my way to peace through the dusty trenches of
war years ago. | was a young soldier when war broke out
between Ethiopia and Eritrea. | witnessed firsthand the
ugliness of war in frontline battles. There are those who
have never seen war but glorify and romanticize it.

They have not seen the fear, They have not seen
the fatigue, They have not seen the destruction or
heartbreak, Nor have they felt the mournful emptiness of
war after the carnage. War is the epitome of hell for all
involved. | know because | have been there and back. I have
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seen brothers slaughtering brothers on the battlefield.

| have seen older men, women, and children trembling
in terror under the deadly shower of bullets and artillery
shells. You see, | was not only a combatant in war. | was
also a witness to its cruelty and what it can do to people.
War makes for bitter men. Heartless and savage men.

Twenty years ago, | was a radio operator attached to an
Ethiopian army unit in the border town of Badme. The town
was the flashpoint of the war between the two countries.
| briefly left the foxhole in the hopes of getting a good
antenna reception.

It took only but a few minutes. Yet, upon my return, |
was horrified to discover that my entire unit had been
wiped out in an artillery attack. | still remember my young
comrades-in-arms who died on that ill-fated day. | think of
their families too.

During the war between Ethiopia and Eritrea, an estimated
one hundred thousand soldiers and civilians lost their
lives. The aftermath of the war also left untold numbers of
families broken. It also permanently shattered communities
in both countries. Massive destruction of infrastructure
further amplified the post-war economic burden.

Socially, the war resulted in mass displacements, loss of
livelihoods, deportation and denationalization of citizens.

Following the end of active armed conflict in June 2000,
Ethiopia and Eritrea remained deadlocked in a stalemate
of no-war, no-peace for two decades. During this period,
family units were split over borders, unable to see or talk
to each other for years to come.

Tens of thousands of troops remained stationed along
both sides of the border. They remained on edge, as did
the rest of the country and region. All were worried that
any small border clash would flare into a full-blown war
once again.

As it was, the war and the stalemate that followed were
a threat for regional peace, with fears that a resumption
of active combat between Ethiopia and Eritrea would
destabilize the entire Horn region.

And so, when | became Prime Minister about 18 months
ago, | felt in my heart that ending the uncertainty was
necessary. | believed peace between Ethiopia and Eritrea
was within reach. | was convinced that the imaginary wall
separating our two countries for much too long needed
to be torn down. And in its place, a bridge of friendship,
collaboration and goodwill has to be built to last for ages.

That is how | approached the task of building a peace
bridge with my partner President Isaias Afeworki. We were
both ready to allow peace to flourish and shine through.
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We resolved to turn our “swords into plowshares and our
spears into pruning hooks" for the progress and prosperity
of our people. We understood our nations are not the
enemies. Instead, we were victims of the common enemy
called poverty. We recognized that while our two nations
were stuck on old grievances, the world was shifting
rapidly and leaving us behind. We agreed we must work
cooperatively for the prosperity of our people and our
region.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today, we are reaping our peace dividends. Families
separated for over two decades are now united. Diplomatic
relations are fully restored. Air and telecommunication
services have been reestablished. And our focus has now
shifted to developing joint infrastructure projects that will
be a critical lever in our economic ambitions.

Our commitment to peace between our two countries
is iron-clad. One may wonder, how it is that a conflict
extending over twenty years, can come to an amicable
resolution. Allow me to share with you a little about the
beliefs that guide my actions for peace.

| believe that peace is an affair of the heart. Peace is a
labor of love. Sustaining peace is hard work. Yet, we
must cherish and nurture it. It takes a few to make war,
but it takes a village and a nation to build peace. For me,

nurturing peace is like planting and growing trees.

Just like trees need water and good soil to grow, peace
requires unwavering commitment, infinite patience, and
goodwill to cultivate and harvest its dividends.

Peace requires good faith to blossom into prosperity,
security, and opportunity.

In the same manner that trees absorb carbon dioxide to
give us life and oxygen, peace has the capacity to absorb
the suspicion and doubt that may cloud our relationships.
In return, it gives back hope for the future, confidence in
ourselves, and faith in humanity. This humanity | speak
of, is within all of us. We can cultivate and share it with
others if we choose to remove our masks of pride and
arrogance. When our love for humanity outgrows our
appreciation of human vanity then the world will know
peace. Ultimately, peace requires an enduring vision. And
my vision of peace is rooted in the philosophy of Medemer.

Medemer,an Amharicword, signifies synergy, convergence,
and teamwork for a common destiny. Medemer is a
homegrown idea that is reflected in our political, social,
and economic life.

| like to think of “Medemer” as a social compact for
Ethiopians to build a just, egalitarian, democratic, and
humane society by pulling together our resources for our
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collective survival and prosperity.

In practice, Medemer is about using the best of our past
to build a new society and a new civic culture that thrives
on tolerance, understanding, and civility. At its core,
Medemer is a covenant of peace that seeks unity in our
common humanity. It pursues peace by practicing the
values of love, forgiveness, reconciliation, and inclusion.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, | come from a small
town called Beshasha, located in the Oromia region
of Western Ethiopia. It is in Beshasha that the seeds of
Medemer began to sprout. Growing up, my parents
instilled in me and my siblings, an abiding faith in humanity.

Medemer resonates with the proverb, “I am my brother’s
keeper. | am my sister’s keeper.”

In my little town, we had no running water, electricity, or
paved roads. But we had a lot of love to light up our lives.
We were each other's keepers. Faith, humility, integrity,
patience, gratitude, tenacity, and cooperation coursed
like a mighty stream. And we traveled together on three
country roads called love, forgiveness, and reconciliation.

In the Medemer idea, there is no “Us and Them.” There
is only “US" for “We" are all bound by a shared destiny
of love, forgiveness, and reconciliation. For the people in
the “Land of Origins” and “The 13 Months of Sunshine,”

Medemer has always been second nature.

Ethiopians maintained peaceful coexistence between the
followers of the two great religions because we always
came together in faith and worship. We, Ethiopians,
remained independent for thousands of years because we
came together to defend our homeland. The beauty of
our Ethiopia is its extraordinary diversity.

The inclusiveness of Medemer ensures no one is left behind
in our big extended family. It has also been said, “No man is
an island.” Just the same, no nation is an island. Ethiopia’s
Medemer-inspired foreign policy pursues peace through
multilateral cooperation and good neighborliness.

We have an old saying:
“NAAG° WYL 2C ALMTY NAG 22C”
"yoo ollaan nagayaan bule, nagaan bulanni.”

It is a saying shared in many African languages, which
means, “For you to have a peaceful night, your neighbor
shall have a peaceful night as well.” The essence of this
proverb guides the strengthening of relations in the
region. We now strive to live with our neighbors in peace
and harmony. The Horn of Africa today is a region of
strategic significance.

The global military superpowers are expanding their
military presence in the area. Terrorist and extremist groups
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also seek to establish a foothold. We do not want the Horn
to be a battleground for superpowers nor a hideout for the
merchants of terror and brokers of despair and misery. We
want the Horn of Africa to become a treasury of peace and
progress. Indeed, we want the Horn of Africa to become
the Horn of Plenty for the rest of the continent.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

As a global community, we must invest in peace. Over the
past few months, Ethiopia has made historic investments
in peace, the returns of which we will see in years to come.
We have released all political prisoners. We have shut
down detention facilities where torture and vile human
rights abuses took place.

Today, Ethiopia is highly regarded for press freedom. It
is no more a “jailor of journalists”. Opposition leaders of
all political stripes are free to engage in peaceful political
activity. We are creating an Ethiopia that is second to none
in its guarantee of freedoms of expression. We have laid
the groundwork for genuine multiparty democracy, and
we will soon hold a free and fair election.

| truly believe peace is a way of life. War, a form of death
and destruction. Peacemakers must teach peace breakers
to choose the way of life. To that end, we must help build
a world culture of peace. But before there is peace in the
world, there must be peace in the heart and mind. There

must be peace in the family, in the neighborhood, in the
village, and the towns and cities. There must be peace in
and among nations.

Excellencies, ladies, and gentlemen:

There is a big price for enduring peace. A famous protest
slogan that proclaims, “No justice, no peace,” calls to
mind that peace thrives and bears fruit when planted in
the soil of justice.

The disregard for human rights has been the source of
much strife and conflict in the world. The same holds in
our continent, Africa. It is estimated that some 70 percent
of Africa’s population is under the age of 30. Our young
men and women are crying out for social and economic
justice. They demand equality of opportunity and an end
to organized corruption.

The youth insist on good governance based on
accountability and transparency. If we deny our youth
justice, they will reject peace.

Standing on this world stage today, | would like to call
upon all my fellow Ethiopians to join hands and help build
a country that offers equal justice, equal rights, and equal
opportunities for all its citizens. | would like to especially
express that we should avoid the path of extremism and
division, powered by politics of exclusion. Our accord
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hangs in the balance of inclusive politics. The evangelists
of hate and division are wreaking havoc in our society using
social media. They are preaching the gospel of revenge
and retribution on the airwaves.

Together, we must neutralize the toxin of hatred by creating
a civic culture of consensus-based democracy, inclusivity,
civility, and tolerance based on Medemer principles.

The art of building peace is a synergistic process to change
hearts, minds, beliefs and attitudes, that never ceases. It is
like the work of struggling farmers in my beloved Ethiopia.
Each season they prepare the soil, sow seeds, pull weeds,
and control pests. They work the fields from dawn to dusk
in good and bad weather. The seasons change, but their
work never ends. In the end, they harvest the abundance
of their fields. Before we can harvest peace dividends, we
must plant seeds of love, forgiveness, and reconciliation
in the hearts and minds of our citizens. We must pull out
the weeds of discord, hate, and misunderstanding and toil
every day during good and bad days too.

| am inspired by Biblical Scripture which reads:

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the
children of God.”

Equally | am also inspired by a Holy Quran verse which
reads:

“Humanity is but a single Brotherhood. So, make peace
with your Brethren.”

| am committed to toil for peace every single day and in
all seasons.

| am my brother’s keeper. | am my sister’s keeper too.

| have promises to keep before | sleep. | have miles to go
on the road of peace.

As | conclude, | call upon the international community to
join me and my fellow Ethiopians in our Medemer inspired
efforts of building enduring peace and prosperity in the
Horn of Africa.

AAT® AD-ATIICE AAAT® ACOTT AT9.0-9° ANAT° @88 =

| thank you!
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Speech at
Equatorial Guinea

January 10, 2020

Excellency President Theodoro Obiang Mbasogo
Honourable Ministers,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Good evening! Buenas noches!

It's a great honour for me to be here with you tonight.
Thank you so much for the warm welcome you have
extended to me and my delegation since we arrived in
this beautiful city of Malabo.

It is wonderful to witness the good will, the warmth and
hospitality of the friendly people of Equatorial Guinea.

| believe the reason why we have such a tremendous good
will and respect for each other is because we are guided
by core shared values. Value such as Pan Africanism and

cooperation.

These values will help us achieve progress not just for our
two countries—but for the prosperous Africa that we want
to see.

As both Equatorial Guinea and Ethiopia were the
champions of Pan-Africanism, | believe we must, once
again, be a champion in bringing economic prosperity and
tackle the many challenges our continent is facing today
through our joint efforts.

| am pleased with the high level of convergence of interests
between Ethiopia and Equatorial Guinea, underlining
the fact that this moment is indeed a historic moment in
solidifying our strong ties.

Ourtwo countries are one of the fastest growing economies
in sub-Saharan Africa. We also play key roles for regional
economic integration in our respective regions. We are, of
course, both committed to sustainable economic growth
and a better life for our people.

| believe, our shared vision will provide the frameworks
and allow us to initiate some bold and innovative ideas
and launch a more dynamic partnership. This is because
we share not only common history, but our destiny is
closely intertwined. And through the spirit of MEDEMER,
we can achieve even more together.
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Excellency President Theodoro Obiang Mbasogo, | wish
to use this opportunity to reaffirm Ethiopia’s commitments
to strengthen our partnership, because it is in our mutual
interest, and because it is the interest Africa.

May the special bond between our two countries continue
to thrive in the years to come. And may the future
generation preserve our special relationship and the spirit
of Pan Africanism.

Thank you!
Muchas Gracias

ANC 108th
Anniversary

Speech

January 11, 2020

Amandla!

Comrade Cyril Ramaphosa, President of the
African National Congress,

Members of the ANC National Executive
Committee,

Leaders of the ANC Women's League, Veterans
League and Youth League,

Comrades and Friends,

Fellow South Africans,

On behalf of Prosperity Party, allow me to extend warmest
greetings from the Ethiopian people to the people of
South Africa, on this occasion of the 108th Anniversary
Celebrations of the African National Congress.

NATEEE 8.2lAR BPNELP STNAN
272 | A a0 Rt (it

AN | «
<) |273



hevp( A+ AGh a2+

1T ATIAHT

| would also like to mention how | am privileged to be in
this historic and beautiful Diamond City of Kimberley.

The ANC was built over decades through blood and sweat
of successive generations of South Africans dedicated to
the cause of freedom and dignity.

Today is the day to pay tribute to the fallen, and the day
to give thanks for their sacrifices in service of their beloved
nation.

We, Ethiopians, always cherish and look with utmost
admiration the great heroism of South African men and
women in their successful struggle to end apartheid.

ANC today is a result of this unbroken chain of proud
men and women who served their nation with honor; who
fought the system of repression that was so abhorrent to
the human spirit and who suffered so that we might know
freedom and dignity.

On this occasion, we salute our freedom fighters such as
Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu, Oliver Tambo, Chris Hani,
Ahmed Kathrada and many others who dedicated their
lives to the struggle for a better South Africa and a better
world.

We also salute the currentleaders and President Ramaphosa
for keeping strong the democratic, and progressive vision

that Madiba introduced.

| have no doubt under the leadership of ANC, South Africa
will continue to be a more equitable, wealthier, healthier,

and more tolerant and hopeful nation that inspires the rest
of Africa.

Comrade President,
Comrades and Friends,
Fellow South Africans,

The friendship between the peoples of Ethiopia and South
Africa goes back decades before the establishment of
formal diplomatic relations of the two countries.

The people of Ethiopia and South Africa share a long
history of strong bonds. Thousands of Ethiopians live in
South Africa and consider it home.

We are grateful for your hospitality. We are grateful for
opening your doors and hearts in the spirt of African
solidarity.

In Ethiopia, my administration is also building a nation that
is open to new ideas, talents and markets. One that is also
open to trade because we know free movement of people
and goods makes a modern economy run.

Fellow South Africans will also remember that regardless
of their differing political orientations at home and abroad,
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all successive Ethiopian governments had firmly supported
the just cause of the people of South Africa for freedom
and equality.

In 1962 Nelson Mandela travelled to Ethiopia for three
months of military training with an Ethiopian passport
under the name of David Motsamayi.

In his autobiography, Madiba speaks fondly about Ethiopia
as a country that inspired him to continue his struggle
against apartheid.

He said and | quote:

"Ethiopia always has a special place in my
imagination and the prospect of visiting
Ethiopia attracted me more strongly than
a trip to France, England, and America
combined. | felt | would be visiting my own
genesis, unearthing the roots of what made
me an African.”

In as much as the inspiration that Madiba had drawn from
his time in Ethiopia, we Ethiopians too have continued to
be inspired by Madiba’s thoughts and vision of dedicated
service to humanity.

His immense contribution and exemplary leadership
towards the promotion of the culture of peace, tolerance,

inclusiveness and forgiveness is also a vision close to our
hearts.

Indeed, we will always remember Madiba for his enduring
values of peace and reconciliation and his dedication and
long walk to freedom and justice and equal opportunity.
His moral leadership—his decision to transfer power to
the next generation, the moment he felt his job is done—
an act that is so rare in political leadership, is an abiding
inspiration to current African leaders in a position of
authority.

The building inwhich Madiba was housed while undergoing
his military training in Ethiopia is still standing but far from
the manner that represents the great history it witnessed.

Let me seize this opportunity, Comrade President, to call
upon our two countries’ cooperation into developing this
historic place into a site that is reflective of the legacy
of Madiba and symbolic of the long-standing relations
between our two countries and peoples.

Comrade President,
Comrades and Friends,
Fellow South Africans,

Today is one of those moments that compels us to reflect
on the legacies of the past and the long history that exists
between our two nations.
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| would like to note with satisfaction that the values of
freedom, equality and prosperity that held us together
during the heroic struggle to uproot apartheid, have
served as a strong foundation for the current excellent
relations we have successfully established.

Our relationship is based on mutual trust and confidence.
Itis a relationship informed by our shared vision to advance
the progress and prosperity our people and our continent
as a whole.

Despite the excellent achievements that we have
registered, however, | am sure Comrades will agree with
me that much remains to be done.

We in Ethiopia are undergoing a comprehensive and
significant reform process. We have also completed the
task of bringing together almost all members of the ruling
coalition EPRDF and the affiliated parties into a single
national party called Prosperity.

We are keen to establish a structured platform to share
views and experiences with ANC.

It is imperative that we enhance the level of our party
to party relations further towards more substantive and
fruitful collaborations between our two governments and
through them towards the realization of a prosperous,
peaceful and integrated Africa as envisioned in the African

Union’s Agenda 2063.

Let me use this opportunity to express my commitment
that my party will continue to closely work with the ANC in
the spirit of Pan Africanism to the benefit of the peoples of
both countries and through our joint continental leadership
to the benefit of Africa and beyond.

| wish His Excellency Comrade President Cyril Ramaphosa
every success as he endeavors to move the ANC to the
next stage.

Long live the friendship between the people of South
Africa and Ethiopia.

| thank you!
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Speech for
Ethiopian
Diaspora in South
Africa

January 13, 2020

Dearest Fellow Ethiopians
Ladies and Gentlemen

To all Ethiopians from South Africa and its environs who
have been invited to this event.

To children of Ethiopia living in the Southern Africa
Diaspora and who we always miss, | come to you with
greetings from your fellow Ethiopians.

As it has been the season of celebrating Christmas and a
New Year in the Gregorian calendar, | would like to share
my Christmas and New Year wishes with you.

| would like to begin by recognizing the challenges you
have faced on the journey taken by land and sea, on foot
and by air, to arrive from Ethiopia to South Africa. The trials
of living outside your homeland need no explanation.
Overcoming these challenges and the price you are
paying to change the lives of your compatriots is not only
admirable but honorable.

| feel that the price you pay in spite of all these difficulties
deserves great respect. Your country, Ethiopia, is always
grateful for these good deeds.

You have fought hard to remove yourself from trouble in
foreign lands. By taking advantage of the opportunities
you have been exposed to, you have extended beyond
yourself and acted in favor of the survival of others. It is
with great joy and respect that | declare to you that efforts
you make for your fellow Ethiopians and your country are
of great value.

The strong Ethiopian Diaspora Association, which you have
created in South Africa in less than a quarter of a century,
is greatly appreciated. You have done this because of your
love for your country and your people. As Ethiopians we
stand proud of you for this.

/_
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My noble people!

It is impossible to stand here and not remember Nelson
Mandela; the great father of freedom and peace, the man
of forgiveness and love, the pride of Africa and our great
friend of Ethiopia. He has been mistreated for leading a
bitter struggle for the freedom and equality of his people
and against racism. For twenty-seven years, he endured
a lot of pain during his imprisonment in Robin Island.
However, his suffering has brought about equality, peace,
freedom, and reconciliation. Because he was able to see
beyond the obstacles that arose along his path, he was
able to bring relative change for his country and people.

People may ask, where did most of this person’s strength
come from? How did he become a man of peace,
forgiveness and love? While it may be difficult to spend
years suffering for country and nation, it may not be
surprising to find that many are prepared to pay this
ultimate sacrifice. But it is quite surprising and admirable
to come across someone that can forgive one’s tormentors
and embrace them with love. It triggers us to question
what kind of strength is this? This question is important to
reflect upon especially when our country is going through
a lot of trials today. Ethiopians who live here must not only
ask this question, but also strive to find the right answer
and be part of the solution.

Madiba once said:

“"When | got out of prison and reached the
door that leads me to freedom, | decided that
if | did not leave my bitterness and hatred
behind, then prison would not leave me. And
so, | did it.”

Even though prison snatched away his youth from him,
the 72-year-old Madiba did not hesitate to leave behind
on Robin Island, the hate and bitterness he carried. He
was freed not only from the prisons of apartheid but also
of the prisons built within their conscience. As a result, he
was able to eternally put away the swords of destruction
that could have been drawn by hatred and revenge. In its
place he drew a new sword that had the power to heal a
nation. It is the sword of peace, forgiveness and love that
have reigned over war, revenge and hatred.

All of us may carry grievances, wounds and hardships
that have made us bitter. Historical occasions that grew
resentment within us and enabled the poisons of hate to be
sown within our minds. Now two options are in our hands.
One is to be, like Madiba, people of peace, forgiveness,
love and to bring national reconciliation and healing. And
the other is to fall into the clutches of destruction.
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Unless we want to deceive ourselves, it is impossible to
hold a grudge and expect to introduce an era of goodness.
So, when we free ourselves from the oppressions we
face in life, we must also rid ourselves of the thoughts of
oppression that have taken root within us. When we break
away from bad systems, we must wipe the bad system out
of us. We must rid ourselves of prejudice, not allowing
ourselves to be isolated by it. If we do not struggle to rid
ourselves of evil things as much as we struggle to break
free from the evil that may have taken root within us, our
victory will be meaningless. This is the secret of Mandela’s
victory. Like Mandela, we must first overcome the hatred
and resentment that dwells within us before we can defeat
the enemy outside. Otherwise, even if we think we have
defeated our enemy, we remain losers if we continue
carrying a hate motive.

Dear Children of Ethiopia,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Yesterday is but a memory, it is impossible to plough
today with the bull of yesterday. However, it is possible to
understand yesterday and learn from it. Past history always
brings kindness and evil, good and bad, riches and debt.
The important thing is, how we choose to use the legacy
we inherited from yesterday.

There is no doubt that yesterday’s riches will be our capital
for today. Even here in South Africa, they have used the

good fortune they inherited from the time of apartheid.
The infrastructure, the urban construction, its economic
activity, the schooling, the justice and parliamentary
institutions, all the resources of the country, have been
used as a starting point for the country’s development.
South Africa carefully selected its worthy historical assets
and used it without having to send everything down the
drain.

Since the case is similar to our own country, let us
differentiate our assets from our debt. It is a mistake to
paint our entire past in light or dark, as wheat or weeds,
as useful or harmful, as proud or shameful. Nullifying
everything does not benefit anyone. Therefore, we must
always be careful not to remove the good along with the
bad. Let us choose to separate the product from the chaff.
Let us pluck the weeds. Let us discard the waste. Let us
never do the shameful thing again. If we begin to think as
such, we will have a good starting capital. It is devastating
to be asset less. Where there is no base to start with, there
can be no roof.

It is better to move forward admitting that it is us who
created it all. We can share the joys and sorrows, laughter
and pain of our country together. We should own the
hurt of the affected as we would own the victory of the
victorious. It is important to mourn with the bereaved as
we would laugh with the delighted. Patriotism can only be
expressed through love in action and not words of flattery.
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In ancient Ethiopian history, hunters from villages would go
into the jungle and stay for months looking for prey. They
would hunt for lions, leopards or elephants. When they
return to their villages, their communities would have the
feelings of both joy and sorrow. Their community rejoices
over those who hunted and returned with their prey, while
mourning the death of those who were eaten by animals,
lost in the jungles or plagued by sickness.

Both the joy of victory and the sorrow of mourning are
theirs. They are the ones who have overcome and they are
the ones who have died. Both the victory and death are
theirs that they do not categorize as ‘theirs’ and ‘ours.” We
should not let the past history of our Ethiopia hold us back
from our current opportunities and tomorrow’s hopes. We
should stop pulling the strands of the past to justify our
idleness.

It is today that we are ailed, hungry, and dying; we are
migrating due to unemployment and becoming poor. It is
us who failed to survive while our country has everything
to provide for holistic and prosperous lives that we could
even share for others. This is happening today not in the
past. It is also today that we can fix everything, not in the
past! The opportunities we have today and the problems
we have not solved will undoubtedly become tomorrow’s
burdens and debts.
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As we choose to walk backwards, today's opportunities
would continue to be burdens of tomorrow. Therefore,
it is on the present that we must invest all the energy,
knowledge and money that we have. We must argue
and debate about the future and not the past. Instead
of choosing to live in cursing the past, it is invaluable to
shape the future.

Dear Fellow Ethiopians,

Now is not the time to rest and boast, for they say, “do
not rest while you face a hill ahead or boast without paying
your debt.”

Even if we have a rich history and culture, language and
heritage, freedom and bravery, a wonderful atmosphere
and a beautiful country, we cannot be beyond poverty
so long as we carry a poor nation. Our growling empty
stomachs cover our amazing heritage; our begging shields
the wonderful culture we have; backwardness diminishes
our freedom, and poverty blemishes the proud history we
possess.

The worth of our heritage is diminished and means nothing
if vehicles carrying aid pass by the Axum statue and the
rock-hewn Churches of Lalibela; by the walls of Jegol and
the palace of Abba Jifar, by Gondar, Fasiledes and Mount
Bale, by the Tiya carved stones, and the volcanoes of
Ertale? It means nothing if the citizens of a country with
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more than nine major rivers and over a dozen lakes, get
drinking water in turns; if their agriculture is dependent on
rain, or if mothers travel for hours and hours to fetch water.

Our pride is diminished if students in a country with a
thousand years of history of education are not able to
coexist peacefully and attend universities. It is sad that
children from a country that has a history of receiving
refugees since many years ago have migrated. It is
shocking to see mothers still pushing stones to grind grain
and carrying jerry cans for miles in a country that has been
using the water mill 500 years ago. It is a shame that a
country that has received the three great religions ahead
of most of the countries has to deal with conflict because
of religion. It is regrettable that a nation that started
agriculture before any other country continues to receive
food aid from others. It makes us inquire why a country that
has been experiencing democratic governance through
the Gadaa system is not able to build modern institutions
and extend that expertise.

Of course, if we possessed all of these assets yesterday,
there is no reason why we should not further develop
them today. Our main enemy is our idleness. If obstacles
are found, then there is no other obstacle than ourselves.
If we have to win, we must win over ourselves first, and if
we have to reign anything, we should reign our bad habits.

Our country is at a historic moment. A crucial phase
of improvement in the quality of life of our citizens lies

ahead. The time has come for the realization of our long-
standing democratic demands and our determination to
achieve them is put to the test. Now the question is, will
we use this historic opportunity or will it slide out of our
hands as in the past? It is determined by us, the children
of Ethiopia.

We must guard the pillars of the democratic system and
cultivate them through practice. Democracy does not
come only through freedom. Democracy cannot succeed
simply because it is called equality. We have seen it over
and over in our history that a democratic system does
not become reality without the principle of giving and
receiving.

Without the values of brotherhood and sisterhood,
we become reliant on intolerance instead of freedom
and equality; separation instead of coming together;
meaningless yelling instead of listening; wanting to solve
our problems through the barrel of a gun instead of in
peaceful dialogue. Therefore, | believe all of us will not
forget that it is only brotherhood and sisterhood that bind
the twigs of democracy together.

Those who love their country and their people will restrain
themselves from partaking in conflict and losing the
richness of brotherhood and sisterhood. Instead of wasting
their wealth and energy on the past they cannot influence,
they press forward to the future which they could shape.
Today, while it is still day, seeing the rays of prosperity in
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the path of MEDEMER, they strive to build and elevate
the country they are proud of. Now, the prosperity of our
country is not something that we should put aside for
yet another day, but it is something we should long for
everyday and strive to see it become a reality.

Until we ensure the holistic material and spiritual prosperity
of our country, we cannot slumber or rest. Now is the
time to pledge to work hard for economic prosperity by
improving the living standards of our people and meeting
their basic needs. That alone would not be enough. We
must also lift our faith and conduct, our culture and our
heritage, our liberty and equality, brotherhood, sisterhood
and social capital, our values of support and democracy to
the level of global civilization. It is the goal of social and
political prosperity.

We attain our goal of becoming prosperous not by mere
wish, but by accomplishing our triumphant march towards
development together. Before us lie action plans that we
will realize together.

We will continue to work hard to ease the life of the poor
by achieving the goals of the home-grown economic
reform agenda. Improvements in the legal and judicial
system, security and stability, and democratic institutions
will continue to happen at a reasonable pace. Be it today
or tomorrow, we are committed to ensure freedom of
thoughtand human rightsin the legal framework; to protect

the sovereignty of the country on the internal, territorial,
maritime, cyber and other fronts; we are committed to
research the root causes of conflicts and prevent them
and also to stop conflicts at their earliest stages; we
are committed to respond to requests related to self-
governance, identity and borders peacefully and within
the legal framework while working towards strengthening
multiculturalism.

It is when we create new values while maintaining our
good traditions in a way that affirms the benefit of our
people and promotes the unity and equality of nation
and nationalities, and glorifies our sovereignty that we
succeed. | sincerely believe that we can work together and
change our country, individual efforts alone will not get us
anywhere. Building a country is not the sole responsibility
of a leader, a party, or a generation. Ethiopia belongs to all
of us. Ethiopia’s success comes not through mere wishes,
but through sacrifice. It does not become reality just by
wishes, but by working towards it. Change cannot be
achieved by sitting and waiting, but by active involvement.
So, let’s all stand up for change!

Martin Luther King, the human rights activist, once spoke
of the urge for change saying,

“If you cannot fly to reach your grand goal, run; if you cannot
run, then walk, if you cannot walk, then crawl, but whatever
you do you have to keep moving forward.” Change comes
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from looking ahead and moving forward. The journey to
prosperity, cannot become a reality by quitting the run or
looking behind. No one has ever won races and earned a
medal by running slowly or running backwards, and never
will be able to do so.

Dear Fellow Ethiopians!

It is difficult to imagine the devastating situation and
challenges many of our people in any part of the world
had to bear to get to where they are. During their journey,
not a few people have their dreams cut short and face
the risk of ending their lives. Many have had their kidneys
and livers harvested; receive no or low wages for their
work; are forgotten in prisons, raped by their employers
and drowned in the seas. They suffered the consequences
of fleeing from poverty. Poverty degrades a country and
its citizens. Poverty leads to persecution and endless
suffering.

This should not go on. How long will we say “this too shall
pass” strengthening our shoulders to bear more trouble,
grieving for the victims and bathing in tears? After grieving
our losses, all of us must strengthen ourselves. The prices
we pay because we have not overcome poverty should be
halted. Every price paid should only be to bring lasting
prosperity for us and for our children. Think of those who
have lost their dreams to sharks in the sea and those who
lost their lives at the borders. Think of the stories you chose

not to tell to anyone. If we really think about it, changing
our own country does not cost as much.

Twenty-five years ago, even this country was not conducive
for its own citizens, let alone immigrants. There were
probably not many Ethiopians at that time, except fora few.
Note how strong, tens of thousands of Ethiopian Diaspora
communities have been here in recent years. Each of you
has your own past, present life and tomorrow’s dream. You
have managed to change the lives of many of your families
in the beautiful cities of our country, such as Hosanna and
Durame, where many of you were born. Now is not the
time to invite your younger siblings for migration, but it
is the time where you use the knowledge and energy you
have to change their environment and your entire country
to prevent migration.

Our country is no less beautiful than South Africa. My
invitation to all of you today is to halt migration and living
in vulnerability in foreign lands. It is now time to work
to transform yourself and your country by investing the
knowledge, experience and resources you have gained
here. We will gladly support you.

It is now time to race. The starting bullet is fired. Let us
rise up to run a race in collaboration and competition. Let's
work together to win. Let's create healthy competition to
award those who have worked better and achieved the
best. Let us compete with wisdom, diligence, and good
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manners while avoiding laziness, strife, stealing, and the
exploitation of what one has not worked for. Let's celebrate
winners, and create more winners. All are winners when
competitions are hosted in collaboration. Therefore, let us
ignore jealousy and evil and march forward. Winning does
not always mean coming first, so let’s strive to take grand
strides into a prosperous and peaceful Ethiopia. Let's face
the wind and the waves, cross the mountain, and press
forward without being weary of the stumbling blocks. Let
us use alternatives when they block roads on us, let us
respond appropriately when they resist us in unison or
support us in unison. Let us keep running forward together
and in persistence looking at the prize in front of us, which
is the prosperity of Ethiopia.

As we continue to do so, Ethiopia will surely prosper and
become a conducive country for its citizens. No doubt,
this dream of ours will surely come true! Do not waver or

doubt!

May Ethiopia be honored and feared through the
efforts of her children!

May God bless our country and its people!

Thank you!

334 AU Summit
Banquet Dinner

February 9, 2020

Excellencies Heads of State and Government,
Excellency Ambassador Sahlework Zewdie,
President of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia,

Excellency Chair of the African Union, President
Cyril Ramaphosa,

Excellency, Moussa Faki Mahamat, Chairperson
of the African Union Commission,

Members of the Diplomatic community,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is indeed a great pleasure to welcome you to this Gala
Dinner prepared to honour your presence and the thirty-
third Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the African
Union.
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Allow me to also acknowledge our special guests here
with us tonight:

His Excellency Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of
Canada;

Her Excellency Erna Solberg, Prime Minister of
Norway;

His Excellency Anténio Guterres, Secretary
General of the United Nations; and

His Excellency Charles Michel, President of the
European Council and Former Prime Minister of
Belgium.

Ethiopia welcomes you with the warmth that emanates
from the idea of “MEDEMER for a prosperous Africa.”

And vigour that befits this august gathering.

Addis Ababa also welcomes you with open arms by
availing the Grand Palace as the venue for the first time
in decades.

The Grand Palace is the very same venue of the inaugural
banquet held for the founding fathers of the Organisation
for African Unity — the predecessor to the African Union.

Therefore, | hope you all agree with me that this evening
will mark a symbolic moment of our re-dedication of

togetherness and our commitment to meet the goals of
Agenda 2063 and the Africa we want.

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Almost six decades ago, we expressed our determination
to address the challenges to peace, democracy, and
security that obstructed the development of the continent.

Similarly, during the golden jubilee of our continental
organisation, we made a solemn declaration to achieve
a conflict-free Africa and pledged to end wars in the
continent by 2020.

Though we have marked many milestones in maintaining
peace in our respective countries and regions, our people
are still facing the plagues of conflict and instability.

Various threats to peace and security including terrorism,
human and arms trafficking and external interferences,
continue to fuel conflicts in different parts of the continent.

They have been and continue derailing our efforts to build
a peaceful, prosperous and integrated Africa.

Therefore, the theme for our assembly this year, “Silencing
the Guns: Creating Conducive Conditions for Africa’s
Development,” requires our collective efforts in not only
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addressing the root causes of conflict but also in reorienting
our development lens.

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

A peaceful, prosperous, and conflict-free Africa cannot
manifest when we continue thinking in silos. Our motto
should be cooperation, not rivalry, compromise, not
confrontation, partnership, not interference.

That is the thinking behind MEDEMER.

MEDEMER is Ethiopia’s homegrown idea that champions
an enduring vision to build an egalitarian, democratic, and
peaceful society, by effectively utilizing our resources to
champion the growth and prosperity of our people.

For instance, the venue for tonight's occasion is a
manifestation of MEDEMER. Housing many incredible
historical assets, this compound underwent a radical
transformation, capitalising on the foundations of what
existed and what those before us had introduced.

It now bears generational fingerprints of all those that
have contributed to its current glory.

Therefore, MEDEMER aspires for the continent to build on
past achievements, to harness our accumulated historical

and cultural assets, and to capitalise on our existing
resources for nurturing prosperity.

MEDEMER also aims to bring forth the Africa we want - a
continent free from conflict, and attaches great importance
to the values of love, forgiveness, reconciliation, and
inclusion.

It invests in the future and nurtures the culture of peace
and tolerance in our children and youth, to silence the
guns in Africa.

As we instil these values in the new generation, we should
start making space for change as well.

Our youth come up with new ideas, are innovative, and
make demands with the changing times.

We must listen to them, support them, and ultimately
make space and way for them, after laying the foundations
of prosperity and handing them the tools.

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Addis Ababa — your capital — has started the journey
towards prosperity. As you can see out into the distance
from where we are, the city offers a lot.
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We are working tirelessly to unearth the potential that has
not been sufficiently tapped.

Abundant natural resources, historical and cultural gems,
pleasant weather and an energetic and loving people that
call this city home, characterize Addis Ababa.

Using this city as a prototype, we are building prosperity
inside out.

We are unleashing the urban tourism capacity of the city.

Several projects are underway, aimed at making Addis
Ababa a hospitable and liveable space for its residents as
well as its visitors.

These projects, like the progress of Unity Park, where we
now find ourselves, are creating jobs and stirring the local
economy. They are also demonstrating our capacity to
start and finish in a short time frame when we work with
laser focus.

By reorienting ourselves away from a disposition and
narrative of poverty towards crafting a shared vision for
prosperity, we will be able to mobilise our young and able
youth to achieve what has always been possible and within
reach.

Rest assured that the conducive environment created at
the epicentre of Ethiopia will extend to other parts of the
country.

This approach is our recipe for prosperity through
Medemer.

By recognising that as Ethiopians, and as Africans, we are
worthy of prosperity, building the country and continent
that we want is conceivable and within reach.

If we want to silence the guns as a continent, embracing
change and a new way of doing things needs to be our
new norm.

That is what MEDEMER for a prosperous Africa aspires for
the continent and its colourful people.

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

| conclude my welcome remarks by wishing you a truly
pleasant and memorable stay in Addis Ababa — your
capital!

Enjoy your evening and | thank you!

AGANTAU
Shukraan, Merci, Obrigado, Asante Sana
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Message to
the people and
Government
of Eritrea on
the occasion of
Independence
Day

June 19, 2019

| would like to convey my congratulations to the
people and Government of Eritrea on the occasion
of the 28 Anniversary of Independence Day.

On behalf of the people of Ethiopia and on my own behalf,
| wish to express my conviction that the reestablishment
of mutual trust between Ethiopia and Eritrea will continue
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to further deepen the ties between our two countries
and that of brothers and sisters across borders that have
regained the impetus to build their relations.

| also wish to express Ethiopia’s readiness to remain
committed to jointly addressing all outstanding issues that
we face and to strengthen bilateral relations in all aspects
for the mutual benefit of our two countries.

May peace and prosperity

prevail for the people of Eritrea.
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Message for
Christmas

January 6, 2020

Wishing you a joyous celebration of the birth of
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

The celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ is a holiday of
unity which marks dissolution of separation and enmity.
It is a celebration that marks the unification of humans
and God, heaven and earth, soul and body, humans
and angles. Hence, we should celebrate this holiday by
eliminating separation and divisions. Natural distinctions
do not divide people since they are the beauty marks
granted to them from the Creator. Diversity in sex, colour,
nationality, language, thinking, perspective and more are
our treasures that testify the wisdom of the almighty.

Nature exists in harmony enveloped within diversity. Its
diverse components cannot stand in separation from
the others. Harmonious interaction is what continues the
existence of creation. Nature understands the golden
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balance between unity and diversity. Christmas is a holiday
which reminds us of this golden balance.

Through the birth of Christ, man and God, shepherd
and king, men and women, child and elder, lion and calf
connected in a manger. Their meeting in the manger is
based on forgiveness and love. Enmity was destroyed,
division was abolished, accusation was eliminated,
vengeance was erased in that meeting. Since they
connected in that manger in unity, they made history
happen, they were glorified and became partakers of
eternal glory.

Ethiopia is our manger of pride. Diverse communities,
thoughts, religions, cultures, histories, languages and
knowledge have made Ethiopia their common abode.
All nation nationalities residing in Ethiopia’s manger are
adorned with the glory of being Ethiopian.

Being Ethiopian, just like the manger in Bethlehem, is
where division, separation and enmity lose ground. There
are always those like Herod who would try to destroy
Ethiopia's unity and attempt to build enmity. They are
terrified with the light in the manger, frightened with its
glory, discomforted by its unity and troubled by its love
and peace.

Those belonging to Herod raise their swords to challenge
this unique love, unity, and peace. They will not have

the chance to meet Christ, the virgin Mary, Salome, the
shepherds or the wise men. Their swords rest on the
innocent children of Bethlehem.

Millions of pilgrims make their way to Bethlehem to
celebrate the wonderful miracle that happened two
thousand years ago. When we carry with us the treasures
of our diversity and solidify our unity as Ethiopians; and
we testify that differences are not divisions and that unity
does not amount to assimilation, only then can we move
past the Herods of our time to make history that anchors
the generations to come. It will not be long for millions to
journey to Ethiopia, as they do to Bethlehem, to witness
this monumental history.

Merry Christmas to all!
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h go ) n. :l- Irreechaa
ANN O'D) n+ Onkoloolessa 3 bara 2019

Irrechi SonawwanSirna Gadaa Keessaa Mallattoo
Nageenyaaa fi Tokkummaati

Irreechinageenya, jaalala, araaraa, fitokkummaatiif.

ago ago
NPT KG coanntE Kabajamaa fi hammataa uummata Oromoo! Hunda dura
h#'l, Feq'o bega guyyaa kabaja ayyaana guddaa galateeffannaa,
jaalalaa, qulaqullummaa, nageenyaa, dhifaamaa, araaraa
fi aa ntummaan namoomaa itti lallabamuu fi dhugoomu

kanaan nagaangeessan, bega gammaddan.

Sirni Gadaa qabeenya guduunfataa uummata
Oromooti

Qabeenya dibii madda siyaasaa fi bulchiinsa Oromoo
jaarraawwanii kan ta’e sirni Gadaa Oromootiin sirna akka
barii birraati miidhagee achii as be’ee dha. Sonawwan
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sirna Gadaa keessaa tokko kan ta’e ayyaanni irreechas
ukkaamsaa buttaafatee, akka ilillii birraatti daraaruun
isaa ibsituuu dandamannaa fi bu'aa wareegama gabsoo
dhalootaati.

Irrechi ayyaana galateeffannaa fi kadhannaati

Uummanni Oromoo Waaga waa hunda uume, Waaqga
ardii fi samii, lagaa fi galaana, halkanii fi guyyaa, ifaa fi
dukkana, du’aa fi jireenya, ganna, roobaa fi obonboleettii,
akkasumas bigilaa, horii fi nama uume, Waaqa abbaa
hundumaaf sirna galata itti galchuu fi ulfina itti kennuu
dha.

Uummanni Oromoo qabeenyaa fi eebba, nageenyaa fi
gammachuu, fayyaa fi umurii, jaalalaa fi ulfina, ifaa fi abdii
argateef, baraa baratti, tibba tokko irraa kan biraatti nagaan
ce'uuisaaatiifirreeffatee Waaqa galateeffata. Irreechibirraa
rigicha gannaa fi bonaa, wagtii ayyaaneffannaa fi aarra-
falfannaa ta’e kun, uummata Oromoo biratti tibba araaraa
fi utubaa jaalalaati. Umaa fi uumamni ni dingifatama.

Wagtiin irreecha birraa kun bacaiin gannaafi dukkanni
roobaa darbee, wayita birranbari’u, kan facaafatandaraaree
ija godhatee, lagni guute hir'atee yeroo lafti qooru,
ollaan walitti bahee ifa birraa wayita simatuu fi dhangaa
gammachuu waliin sooratu, Waaga kanaan isa gahe
galateeffatee, gammachuu isaa ibsata.”ganna bacaqii
dabartanii, baga booga birraa geessan!”jechuunis ergaa

gammachuu waliif dabarsa.
Irreechi ayyaana harriiroo fi nagayaati

Irreechi Oromoo biratti ayyaana hariiroonuumaa fi
uumammaa ittiin ibsamu dha. Uumaan nama, bineensa,
bigiloota, beey'ilada, lageenii fi gaarota uumauun
wal danda’anii akka jiraataniif sirna hariiroo uume ni
dingifatamal; ni eebbifama; ni galateeffama. Lubbu-
gabeeyaiif soorata, lubbu- dhabeeyyiif sirni labata isaanii
akka addaan hin cinneef icciitii addaatiinaala waan
mijeesseef uumaan ni jajama. Oromoon duudhaa uumaa
nageenyaafi tasgabbii gaba. Obbolummaa,jaalalaa fi
tokummaa labsa.

Irreechi guyaa waadaa/irbuuti

Uummatni Oromoo dhiiraa- dhalaan, umurii, ilaalcha
siyaasaa fi amantaan otoo addaan hin daanga’inii fi wal
hin goodin waltajjii aadaa fi seenaaisaa, tokkumaa fi
obbolummaa isaa ittiin ibsatu, ittiin haaromfatuu fi ittiin
cimsatuu dha.

Gama kanaann hambaan aadaa kiliyaa ( intangible)
mallattoo eenyummaasabatokkoota’uusaafieenyummaan
kun itti fufiinsa gabaatee dhalootaa- dhalootatti akka
ce'u kangargaaru ta'uu irreechi raga ifatti mirkaneessuu
dha. Kanaafuu, Oromoof ibsituu eenyummaa fi guyyaa
gammachuu ta’ee bara-baraankabajama jiraata.

NATEEE 8.2lAR BPNELP STNAN
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Tumaan irrechaa jajjabaa, sirni isaas cimaa dha

Oromoonn dhufaa-darbaa du’aa fi jireenyaa (ganni
bahee bonni mare dhufuu, dukkani darbee ifatti
naanna’'ee dhufuusa) “Mareewoo, mareewoo “ jechaa
hojii dingii Waaqaa galateeffate. Seerri uumaa kun otoo
hindabinmersaa isaaa eegatee akka itti fufu galateeffachuu
fi kadhachuuf kabajma dingiin kun hundaa’eera. Irreessa
gabatee irree waliif ta’uu ibsata. Wal bira dhaabbatee bara
darbuu fi rakkoo injifachuufis human gabbifata. Kanaafuu,
duudhaankun malattoo tokkummaa fi waliin jireenyaatis.

Irreechi irree fi mallatoo sabboonummaa oromooti

Dukkana cunqursaa umurii dheeraa lakkoofsise keessatti
kan hin badnee fi hin moofomne, sammuu fi miira
dhalootaa keessatti kan hin dagatmnee fi hin kulloome
ta’'ee jaarraawwaniif kan ture dha.

Irreechi eenyummaa sabummaa fi sabboonummaa
Ofomoo irratti waan hodhameef humni kamuu dhaabuu
hindandeenye. Duudhaa hammattummaa fi waliin
jireenyaa ummattummaa Oromootiif dilbii ganeenyaa
ta'ee itti fufa. Sabboonummaa Orommootiif dirriba ta’ee
fullaa’a. kanaafuu, miidhaginni ayyaana irreechaa kan
har'aa fiammaa gofa otoo hin taane, dhalootaa dhalootatti
kan ce,u dha.

Irreechi mallattoo dhufaa- darbaa dhalootaati

Falaasamni sirna Gadaa akka hambaa addunyaatti
galmaa’ee jiru, sirna dimokiraasii umurii irraa-jala irratti
hundaa’e of-keessaa gqaba. Hangafti quxisuu gahoomisuun,
guxisuun immoo hangafa kabajuudhaan dhalootaa
dhalootatti darbaa har'a kan gahe sirni irreechaa, sima
ta'uurra darbee madda bulchinsa amayyaa ta'ee jira.
Kanaanis duudhaa ilma namaa kabajuu fi ofitti gabu

addunyaaf gumaacheera.

Ayyaanni irreechaa bara kanaa, falaasama sirna Gadaa
keessatti hammattoo dimokiraasii fi aantummaa
dhala mamaaf gabnu kan ittiin ibsinu, nageenyaa fi
badhaadhummaa biyyaa fi ummataa kan ittiin labsinuu
fi dilbii duudhaa keenyaa addunyaatti kan ittin mul’ifnuu
dha.

Irreechi calagqee Oromummaa keessaa miidhagaa
fi hirmaachisaa dha

Oromummaan hirmaachisu mmaa dha, aadaa waliin
mari‘achuu, waliigaluu fi mala hoggansaa sirna Gadaa
irraa arganneen kaayyoo misooma saffisiisuu dhaloonni
itti wareegame dhugoomsuuf hojjechutu nurraa eegama.
Har'airreechi ayyaanaa fi sirna saba tokkoo ta’uu bira
darbee, mallattoo hariiroo fi waliin miidhaginaa ta’aa
jira. Ummattootni biroon sonawwan sirna Gadaa itti
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dhiyeenyaan hordofanii fi faayidaa isaa hubatan waliin
kabajuu eegalanii jiru. Kun ammo carraa guddaa biyya
hunda keenyaaaf taatuittiin uumnu keessaa tokko ta'ee,
abbaa sirna kanaa kan ta’e ummata Oromootiif infifanno
guddaa dha. Seenaa fi duudhaa ummattoota biro
xiinxalee waliin jireenya isaatiif itti fayyadamuufis carraa
biro kanuumu dha.

Oromummaan har'a irra dhaabbatanii egeree
ijjaaruu dha

Wal-harkaa fuudhiinnsi baallii Gadaa Meelbaa hanga
Michilleetti jiru madda muuxannoo har’aa irra dhaabbatnii
bor ilaaluu fi egeree Jijaaruuti. lccitin duudhaa
nageenuummaa Oromoos kanarraa madda. Aangoof
jedhee wal hin jifatu. Wal-shakkii fi hamii hin fedhu, hin
jaal’atus. Marsaan Gadaa tokko xumuramee gara marsaa
birootti wayita ce'u, wal-hubannaa fi wal — dhageettiidhaan
murteessa. Sirnaan hoggamamee wal-harkaa fuudhiinsa
aangoo raawwata. Adeemsa kanaan amanamummaa isaas
mirkaneeffata. Her'as ta'u kan nu baasuu fi rakkoo keenaaf
furmaata ta’'u, duudhaa Oromummaatti deebi’'uudhaan
sirna ammayyaa waliin wal-simsiifnee itti fayyada muu

gofaa dha.
Irreechi quiqullina

“Qufaa’aa hanna dhaquun hin hin danda’amu!” akkuma
jedhamu, Oromummaa keessatti haaloo gabatanii waaga

NATEEE 8.2lAR BPNELP STNAN
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kadhachuun hin ta'u, fudhatamas hin gabu. Oromoon
galata galchuu dura gochaa qgajeelummaa fi galbii
qululluuf durda kenna. Oromoon galbii qulqullun waaga
isaa kadhatu isa kufe lafaa kaasa, jibba irra jaalala dursa.
Lmalli isaas malaa fi kabaja irratti kan hundaa’ee dha

Oromoon wal-dhabdee kamiyyuu gorsaa fi mariin
furuu filata

Oromoon yoo garaa hammaate yookaan jibbee yoo
garaa kutate abaaree balleessa; muka jiidhaa gogsa. Uoo
fedhee fi jaal'ate, balleessaa yoo irratti arges ni gorsa.
Har'as akkuma kaleessaa dhaloota abdiin guutameee
dha. Waan yaadee fi kaayyeeffate mikeeffachuuf dhaloota
miira ni danda’amaatiin hojjechaa jiruu dha. Wantoota
adda tulluutti dura dhaabbatan hedduuf harka kan hin
kennannee fi kan hin jibeenfannee dha. Bogonnaa gabsoo
irra geenye kanattis garaa dhiifamaa fi galbii guutuudhaan
wal-tumsuu fi imala qabsoo keenyaa ceesifachuun
abshaalummaa guddadha.

Irreechi nageenya

Nageenyi keenya harka keenya keessa jira. Nageenya
mirkneeffachuun carraa egeree keenya murteeffachuuf
har'a hojjechuu gabna. Duudhaalee keenya fayyadamnee
nageenyi amansiisaan akka uumanu gochuun ofis
biyyas ijaaruu gabna. Yoo kena gone, guddummaaa
ummatummaa fi duudhaa keenyaa ni mirkaneessina.
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Yaada mo'ataa fi tarkaanfataa biyya bira darbee addunyaa
amansiisu  maddisiisuundantaa keenya guutummaatti
kabachiisuun akka danda’amu shakkiin hin jiru.

Irreechi falaasama Gadaa, dudhaalee fi shfuu isaa
ijaarsa biyyaaf kanitti oolchinu dha

Irreechi amantaa, umurii fi ilaalchi hundumtuu garaa-
garummaa tokko malee kan itti hirmaatan waltajjii
heedduminaa fi tokkumaati. Ayyaanicha irratti adda-
addummaanakka miidhaginaa fi ciminaatti fudhatamee
tokkumaan Oromoo (Oromummaan) ni faartana, ni
dingisiifatama, nileellifaama, niljaarama, ni haaromfama, ni
cima.waadaan/irbuun tokkummaa, jaalalaa, obbolummaa,
wal-danda’uu ni seeneffama, ni haaromfama. Tokkumman
caalmaa gabu ni uumama, baraa-barattis ni ce’a. amala
addaa irreechi gabu fudhannee Itoophiyaa hunduma
keenyaaf taatu ijaaruut heddumina sabaa fi sab-lammootaa
fayyadamuu gabna, sab-daneessummaa milkeessina.

Irreechi ayyaana abdii fi ce’'umsaati

Aadaa keenya danuu keessaa kanneen walitti dhufeenyaa fi
obbolummaa cimsan adda baasnee kabajuun tokkummaa
fi ijaarsa biyyaaf faayidaa gudaa gaba. Kanaafuu,
uummattootni itoophiyaa roga biyyattii hundaan jiratan
waggoottan itti aanan keessatti irreecha akka waliin
irreeffannu dhaamsa koon dabarsa.

Xumura irratti irreechi mallattoo Oromummaa
keenyaati

llmaan Oromoo gola Oromiyaa mara irraa jaarsa, jaartii,
xigqgaa fi guddaa,akkasumas gandaa fi amantiin osoo adda
hin bahin taatee midhaagaa fi hawataa ta’e tana hafuura
tokkuummaa fi gamataa jalalaan waliin baanee ardaalee
ireechaa hundaa irratti waliin irreeffachuun, ayyaanni
ireechaamallattoo tokkummaa fi calaggee eenyummaa
Oromoo ta’uu isaa yeroo kamiyyuu caalaa akka mirkanaa'u
taasisuu keessatti hirmaannaa naamusaa fi ilaa fi ilaameen
gajeelfame gochuu keessaniif galata guddaan isiniif
dhiyeessaa. Garafuula duraattis dirree kamiyyuu keessatti
tokkummaa keenya caalaatti akka jabeeffannuuf waamicha
Oromummaa koo isiniif dhiyeessuun barbaada.

Waaga rooba hamaa fi dukkana gannaa nu ceesiseef
galatni haa ga'u; irreechi sirna kennaa birraa waliin itti
dhamdhamnu, kan gara injifannoo haarawaatti ce’uuf
waadaa keenya itti haaromsinu, jaalalaa fi hammataa
ta’'uudhaanijibbiinsa kan itti mo’annu nuuf haa ta'u

Galatoomaa!

Itoophiyaan tattaafii ijoollee isheetiin oodamtee
fi kabajamtee bara baraan haa jiraattu.

Uummaan Itoophiyaa
fi ijoollee ishee haa eebbisu.
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Ergaa Ayyaana
Qillee

Amaijjii 6 bara 2019

Baga guyyaa dhaloota gooftaa keenya Yesuus
Kiristoos, ayyaana Qilleen nagaan isin gahe

Ayyaanni guyyaa dhaloota Yesuus Kiristoos kan addaan
bahuun itti bade, wal-qoodinsi kan itti dhabamsiifame,
ayyaana tokkummaati. Ayyaanni kun namaa fi waaqgni,
lafaa fi samiin, lubbuu fi foon, namaa fi ergamaan, kan
tokko itti ta’'ani dha. Ayyaana kana kan kabajnus wal-
goqqoodinsaa fi addaan bahiinsa balleessuun ta'uu
gaba. Namoota gidduutti garaagarummaan uumamaa,
garaagarummaan koorniyaa, garaagarummaan bifaa,
garaagarummaan sabummaa, garaagarummaan afaanii,
garaagarummaan yaadaa fi garaagarummaan ilaalchaa
hojii uumaa fi uumamaa kennaa addaa ta’uu isaa kan nuuf
mirkaneessani dha. Uumaan kan jireenya itti-fufaa godhe
uume walitti hidhamiinsa jiruu fi jireenyaani dha. Uumamni
daneessummaan garaagarummaa biliyoonotaan lakka’amu

keessa jiraatti. Garaagarummaan kanneen garuu, kopha
kophaa isaanii dhaabbachuu hin danda’an, kaan waliin
walitti dhufeenya ijaarratanii jiraatu malee. Kophummaa
fi gos-tokkummaan kennaa uumamaa keenya balleesa.
Walitti dhufeenyi daneesummaa keessummeessu ammoo
waliin jireenya itti-fufsiisa. Uumamni giddu-galeessummaan
garaagarummaa fi tokkummaa gidduu miidhagina jiru ni
beekti. Utubaan jiraachuus kanuma.

Uumamni addaan baatee gabduun akka wal-hin
balleessineef, tokkummaan madaallii uumama ishee ni
tiksa. Uumamni gos-tokkummmaan akka wal-hin harkifnee
fi wal-hin ligimsineef addummaan ishee gidduu jiru ishee
baraara. Addummaan ishee akka tokkummaa ishee hin
diigneef, tokkummaan ishees akka addummaa ishee hin
dhuunfanneef giddu- galeessummaa madaallii uumamaan
jiraachifti. Ayyaanni Qillees madaallii giddu-galeessaa
ajaa’ibaa ta’e kana kan ittiin yaadannu dha.

Kabaja ayyaana kanaan, namnii fi rabbi, bineeldotnii fi
namni, tiksee fi mootiin, dubartootnii fi dhiirri, daa’imanii
fi maanguddoon, mooraa horii tokkotti wal-arganii jiru.
Mooraa kana keessatti wayita wal-arganis nagaa, dhiifamaa
fi jaalala bu’uura godhataniitu. Diinummaan badee, wal-
gooduun dhabamsiifamee, wal-himachuunis magfamee,
mufiinis hagameeti. Hundinuu mooraa sanatti tokko ta’anii
waan wal-arganiif seenaa hojjetan. Balbalicharraas kabaja
bara baraa qooddachuufis carraa argatan.
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ltoophiyaan mooraa kabajaa keenya. Saboonnigaraagaraa,
yaadamoonni, amantiiwwan, aadaaleen, seenaawwan,
afaanotni, beekumsi garaagaraa, kabaja caalmaaf
jecha, mooraa keessatti wal-gahani dha. Tikseewwan,
mootiiwwan, maanguddoonni, dubartoonni, gara mooraa
erga dhufanii booda, kabaja isaanii duraa caalu kabaja
argatanii jiru. Seenaa caalus hojjetanii jiru. Eenyummaa
isaanii irratti eenyummaa biraa dabalatanii jiru.

Kennaawwan Itoophiyaa keessa jiran, saboonnii fi sab-
lammoonni hundi Itoophiyummaa kan jedhu kabaja
tokkummaan walitti dabaalamanii jiru. Kabajni kun seenaa
ltoophiyaa keessa kan dabran, [toophiyaas kan hundeessan
sabaa fi sab-lammootaaf qofaa kabaja kennamu dha.
Eenyummaa ofii gaban irratti eenyummaa biraa dabalanii
kan fudhatan kabaja guddaa dha.

ltoophiyummaan akka mooraa loonii Beeteeliheemitti
wal-qoodinsa, wal-jibbuu fi wal- mufachuun kan keessaa
badu, uumamni ishee tokko ta’anii kan keessa jiraatani
dha. Tokkummaa kana diiguu fi diinummaa haaraa
dhaabuudhaaf kan ifaajan kanneen akka Heeroodis
jiraachuun isaanii waan hin hafne dha. Ifni moorittii
isaan dhiphisa. Kabajni moorittiis isaan sodaachisa.
Tokkummaan moorittii isaan quuga. Jaalallii fi nagaan
moorittii isaan ifata. Jaalala addaa kana, tokkummaa
kana, nagaa fi jaalala kana qocholuuf Heediroosonni
seefii isaanii ol-kaasu. Kiristoosis, dubree Maaramiinis,
Yooseefis, Saloomeenis, tikseewwanis namoota aartiis hin

argani. Seefii isaanii dheereffatanis kan milkaa’uf warra
omaa hin beekne daa’'imman Beeteeliheem irratti dha.
Haadisaanonnis, Heeroodisaanonnis seefiin oduudhaan
facaasan kan miidhu gaamaa qalbiin warra kichuu ta'an
daa’amman qofaa dha. Kan dhumanii fi warri dhumaa
jiranis daa’immani dha. Guddannee, barannee, maatii
keenya gargaarra, lammii fi biyyaaf gumaachina jedhanii
kan hawwan daa’immanii fi dargaggoota kan miidhamaa
jiran.

Heeroodis akka fedhetti seefii isaa lugqgifatus, daa’amman
hagam iyyuu miidhu, rakkoo hagamiis dhaqqabsiisu,
ergamaa fi imala Yesuss garuu gufachiisuu hin dandeenye.
Heeroodis seenaa isaa badaa dheessee sokke. Kiristoos
garuu ifaa kaayyooti. Ifti Beeteeliheemis addunyaafuu
dhaggabee jira. Nagaa fi dhiifamni Beeteeliheem
addunyaaf gahee jira. Heroodas garuu hin jiru. Kanaafi
Heroodosii fi warra isa fakkaatan waliin dhaabbachuun
bu'aa yeroo irra kan darbe, waan itti-fufaa hin argamsiisu
kan jennu. Lammilee mooraa keessaa ta'uun gormaata
yeroorra kan ceesisu kabaja guddaa gabaata jennee kan
amannu.

Beeteeliheemitti waggoota kuma lama dura kan uumame
seenaa ajaa‘ibaa yaadachuun, ammas waggaa waggaan
miliyoononni  Beeteeliheemitti imalu.  Miidhaginaafi
kennaaa sab- daneessummaan arganne gabannee,
tokkummaa ltoophiyummaa keenya yoo jabeessine,
garaagarummaan addaan bahuu, tokkummaan
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wal-balleessuu akka hin taane yoo mirkaneessine,
Heeroodisootarra ceenee, seenaa dhalootaaf iyyuu hafu
hojjenna. Miliyoononnis seenaa kana ilaaluuf barri itti gara
[toophiyyaatti girrisan fagoo hin ta’u.

Ayyaana Qillee gaarii.
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